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CLOCKWISE FROM TOP LEFT: Lucky DeBellevue, Installation 
view, An Error Occurred, Weiss Falk, Basel Switzerland, 2017; 
MFA BFA, block printing ink on linen,  30 in. x 24 in., 2017; 

Self Portrait, wood veneer, wood, graphite, color pencil and 
hay bale, 18 in. x 33  in. x 15.5 in., 2017; Send, block printing 
ink and pistachio shells on linen, 5 ft. x 3 ft., 2017.
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In March 2017, I had an exhibition at Weiss Falk, an art 
gallery in Basel, Switzerland. I began working on the exhibi-
tion many months before that, and one part of the show that 
I had decided on making involved collecting texts of things 
people posted on social media. The content of these texts 
became more political as the election neared, and even more 
so in the its aftermath of what actually happened. The whole 
show shifted as the texts, which became a series of prints, 
seemed to inform the other work in show. Formally, letters 
crept into the paintings and sculptures, and recording what 
was going on with both me and the world at large took over 
the project. Accomplishments, winners and losers, glitches in 
the systems, and the mundane recording of things began to 
make up the whole of the exhibition. Below is part of a text I 
wrote at the time:

I think of what I do as a way of negotiating with the 
world, responding to it, and recording things in my life. 
The process starts with thoughts that become actions 
in a solitary place. Then it moves to the larger world, 
which becomes a kind of way of exposing my thought 
process. There are horizontal ways of collecting infor-
mation, without hierarchies, a little bit like a reporter 
or spy. As someone who grew up without computers 
and smart phones, I see those changes as somewhat of 
an outsider, and thoese devices and ways of being in 
touch as kind of invasive. Almost like an alien attaching 
itself to a host and not letting go. The internet, whether 
experienced at home or on the go, is always lurking 
as a presence. It is again, something that is brought in, 
not organic to life, but which has become integrated in 
how one thinks and views the world. With that said, 
my recording of that experience is shown through my 
decision many months ago to collect the signage found 
on social media. These come in forms of inspirational 
sayings, humor, and political expressions that take 
the temperature of a certain time, and the thoughts of 
others. These things almost become talismans to get 
through the day, expressions of rage, or clever things 
to give a little comic relief. They reflect belief systems, 
fears, and desires about how people live, or how they 
want to live, or how they view the world, or want the 
world to be. Trump’s election was an unforeseen event 
that caught many by surprise. The project is about 
dealing with the outrage and disappointment of that, 

and also, since it is taken from my own social media 
feed, a kind of echo chamber of like-minded people.  ===

LUCKY DEBELLEVUE
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Lucky DeBellevue, Installation views, An Error Occurred, 
Weiss Falk, Basel Switzerland, 2017.


